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BEFORE A SPAY OR NEUTER SURGERY
NOTE: If the veterinary practice gives you instructions that differ from those contained here, you should follow the instructions given by the vet practice!
--YOUR PET MUST BE FASTED THE NIGHT BEFORE SURGERY. This means that you should not feed your pet after midnight the night before surgery. Do not feed your adult pet the morning of the surgery either. Adult pets that have been fed can not be spayed or neutered that day.

--If you have a puppy or kitten younger than 4 months old, you can feed him a small amount of food that morning. 

--Do not take away water for any pets - ALWAYS PROVIDE ACCESS TO WATER. 

--Be sure to ARRIVE ON TIME for drop-off (at the time the vet tells you to arrive) or the surgery may not be performed. 

--BRING YOUR PET’S RABIES CERTIFICATE, if your pet has had a rabies shot in the past. (A rabies tag is not adequate proof.) If you do not have your certificate, the vet is required by law to give your pet a rabies shot. Also, a three-year shot may only be administered with proof of prior vaccination.
--BRING CASH for paying your “Co-Payment Due.” Payment must be made in cash only when you drop off your pet.

--EACH CAT MUST BE IN ITS OWN PROPER PET CARRIER. You should not travel with your cat loose in the car, and you should NEVER take your cat out of the carrier when you are outside of your home.  Cats can be easily scared and may run away. Label top of each carrier with your name AND your pet’s name. 

--ALL DOGS MUST BE ON A LEASH. If your dog tends to be aggressive with strangers or other animals, please obtain a muzzle from the vet staff, and put the muzzle on the dog before handing your dog to the vet staff.
--Pets must ride home from surgery inside the car or truck cab. Pets will not be permitted to leave in the back of a pickup truck—the conditions are not suitable for an animal right after surgery.

 

--If you are unable to keep your scheduled appointment date, please call the veterinarian at least three days ahead so your pet’s slot can be given to another pet in need and so your appointment can be re-scheduled. If your pet seems sick on the day of appointment, please call the veterinarian to re-schedule—for your pet’s safety.

--When you check in, the vet will tell you what time to pick up your pet. You MUST pick up your pet NO LATER than that time.  

PLEASE TURN THE PAGE OVER FOR MORE IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS.
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AFTER A SPAY OR NEUTER SURGERY

NOTE: If the veterinary practice gives you instructions that differ from those contained here, you should follow the instructions given by the vet practice!
--Your pet has had major surgery so it is important to read and follow these instructions carefully.

--DO NOT FEED YOUR PET THE NIGHT OF THE SURGERY. The medicines your pet was given during surgery can give him an upset stomach or make him vomit.  Puppies and kittens younger than 4 months old can have a little food that night.  ALWAYS PROVIDE WATER, but give only in small amounts at first. Don’t worry if your pet wants less food and water for the first few days. 

--Your pet needs to rest. Keep him in the house in a QUIET place for at least 3 days. Your pet will be groggy for the first night.  Keep him away from children, other pets, stairs or other things that might be dangerous to him. Your pet should NOT exercise for 7-10 days after surgery or he might tear open his stitches! This is very important for the safety of your pet.

--YOUR PET HAS STITCHES INSIDE THAT YOU CAN’T SEE AND WON’T NEED TO BE REMOVED. Keep an eye on the wound area for the next two weeks.  Some swelling is normal as long as your pet has a normal appetite and seems generally well.
--Male dogs should not be allowed to lick the wound – you can put men’s jockey underwear on him (with the tail through the fly) to keep him from licking.  Male cats will have an open area and may spot blood for 24 hours. Most female pets will not bother the wound, but if yours does, try not to let her lick it.

-- The veterinarian will provide you with a phone number to call in case of a true post-surgery emergency. 
--It would be best for your pet to see a local veterinarian for future health needs.  Please also check with your county animal control facility for licensing and future rabies shot requirements.

--Thanks for spaying or neutering your pet!
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